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We are currently on the frontier of knowledge about the intro-

duction of immunological treatments which make use of T-

cell derivations with chimeric antigen receptors (Car-T Cells).

We can compare this moment with that which was experi-

enced in the 70s and 80s with the introduction and diffusion

of bone marrow transplants, currently consolidated and

accessible in Brazil in the private healthcare system, as well

as in the public one. This innovative therapeutic modality has

demonstrated extraordinary potential in the treatment of

hematologic neoplasias, especially in that of acute lympho-

cytic leukemia and B-Cell lymphomas of the diffuse large B-

cell lymphoma (DLCBL) type and mantle cell lymphoma

(MCL). However, this therapeutic potential goes much further,

both in the scope of Hematology, in the experiments in Multi-

ple Myeloma, and in solid tumors, for which the possibilities

are even more ample. The technical principles involved in

this therapy are comprehensible to the professionals

involved, but their operationalization, as well as the accessi-

bility and economic sustainability are yet very restricted. In a

very generalized manner of speaking, the Car-T Cells are

spawned from the collection and selection of T-cell deriva-

tions from the patient by means of apheresis. These T-cells

are forwarded to the laboratories for processing and genetic

manipulation, in which they are reprogrammed to reach the

target tumor cells of this very patient. Subsequently, these
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cells are expanded and returned to their origin to be reinfused

in the patient, clinically and immunologically prepared to

receive this procedure.1,2 All these steps, logistics, techniques

and structure are complex and expensive.

The Brazilian Association of Hematology, Hemotherapy and

Cellular Therapy (ABHH), upon recognizing this issue as funda-

mental to the development of diverse medical areas, especially

oncohematology, hemotherapy, cellular therapy, hematopoi-

etic progenitor cell transplant, clinical oncology and pediatric

oncohematology, decided to develop a project to discuss and

propose short-term solutions for the introduction of treatment

using Car-T Cells in Brazil. In May 2021, the ABHH held the

first event with the objective of establishing strategies for a

future consensus on the use of genetically modified cells.

Over three consecutive days, Brazilian specialists who work

at university institutions, large reference hospitals, the

ANVISA and the Ministry of Health, as well as Brazilian

researchers who work in this field in the USA and in

Europe, discussed aspects connected with the manipula-

tion, regulation, access and, finally, the most habitual and

consolidated indications for this therapy. Legal and ethical

aspects were also presented and discussed.

The ABHH established an agenda for future gatherings and

created groups of specialists who will draw up documents

with pertinent strategic, scientific and regulatory content,

etc., to support and sustain policy decisions as to this issue.

In next July, fundamental and critical questions concerning

the access to, and regulation of, these genetically modified

cells will be discussed. Other meetings will follow, enabling

us to publish in December a special issue of the journal

“Hematology, Transfusion and Cell Therapy”, an official organ

of the ABHH.

This strategy aims at making our decisions the most dem-

ocratic and technically sustainable, with the greatest proba-

bility of success and most ample access. Among the ABHH

guidelines are those that state that decisions and suggestions

should attend to the highest possible number of patients

within the public (SUS) and private healthcare systems in

Brazil.
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