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Introduction

Follicular lymphoma is the most common of the indolent

lymphomas and is the second most common subtype of

lymphoma worldwide. Patients usually present with asymp-

tomatic lymphadenopathy and advanced disease. Patients

with asymptomatic and low burden disease are manage in

a watch and wait approach and patient with high tumor

and/or symptomatic disease are treated with immuno-

chemotherapy.1,2 In the relapse setting Hodgkin and no

Hodgkin lymphoma may respond to immunotherapy sug-

gesting that the lymphocyte T activity can eliminate the

lymphoma cells.3

There are few case reports about lymphoma remissions

after bacterial or virus infections, including recently the

COVID-19 infection, suggesting that the infection can trigger

de immune system against the tumor cell.

Here, we show the case of a patient with advanced follicu-

lar lymphoma that presented spontaneously remission after

a COVID-19 infection.

Case report

A 79-year-old woman was referred to hematologist with iso-

lated skin lesion of 2 cm with biopsy showing cutaneous fol-

licular lymphoma. Patient was treated with lesion resection

and stayed in remission for 3 years when presented a local-

ized relapse also treated with resection.

Three years later, in August 2018, patient was diagnosed

with a solid breast lesion in the routine mammography. Core

biopsy was diagnostic of breast follicular lymphoma. PET CT

revealed avid stage IV disease (Figure 1) in breast and bone

lesions without structure lesion. Patient denied to be submit-

ted to a bone marrow biopsy. Patient was submitted to watch

and wait approach since she was asymptomatic with low bur-

den disease.

Patient was diagnosed COVID-19 positive in April 2020

with a positive serology. Nine months later she came to the

hematologist to routine evaluation. PET CT revealed wide-

spread resolution of the lesions with no lymphoma treat-

ment.

* Corresponding author at: Avenida L�ucio Costa, 2930 − bloco3/904 − Tijuca −CEP, 22620-172, Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil.

E-mail address: renata.lyrio@outlook.com (R.L. Baptista).

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.htct.2022.01.017

2531-1379/� 2022 Published by Elsevier España, S.L.U. on behalf of Associação Brasileira de Hematologia, Hemoterapia e Terapia Celular.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

hematol transfus cell ther. 2022;44(2):291−292

Hematology, Transfusion and Cell Therapy

www.htc t .com.br

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.htct.2022.01.017&domain=pdf
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3251-0040
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4231-9418
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4231-9418
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4231-9418
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1567-4086
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1567-4086
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1567-4086
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1567-4086
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1567-4086
mailto:renata.lyrio@outlook.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.htct.2022.01.017
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.htct.2022.01.017
http://www.htct.com.br


Comments

The patient presented has an advanced follicular lym-

phoma and was in a watch and wait approach when got

in remission without any treatment. This patient had a

COVID infection and we believe that must exist relation

between the infection and the remission since a spontane-

ous Hodgkin remissions was reported after a COVID 19

infection.4,5
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Figure 1 –PET CT revealed avid stage IV disease in breast and bone lesions in 2018, 2019 and 2020 and no uptake in 2021 even

with no specific treatment for the lymphoma.

292 hematol transfus cell ther. 2022;44(2):291−292

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2531-1379(22)00040-2/sbref0005

	COVID-19 induced follicular lymphoma remission
	Introduction
	Case report
	Comments
	Conflicts of interest
	References


