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A rare case of circulating anaplastic lymphoma kinase-

negative anaplastic large cell lymphoma
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A 71-year-old female presented with B symptoms, spleno-

megaly, and bowel obstruction. Her blood count showed

leukocytosis (79 £ 109/L), anemia (100 g/L), and thrombocy-

topenia (70 £ 109/L).

A blood smear revealed large lymphomatous cells with

distinctive nuclei and cytoplasmic granules. Flow cytometry

identified large CD4+ T-cells with abnormal CD3 and CD7 loss,

a cytotoxic profile, and dimCD30 expression. A lymph node

biopsy confirmed anaplastic large cell lymphoma (ALCL), ana-

plastic lymphoma kinase (ALK)-negative, characterized by

strong CD30 expression.

Peripheral blood involvement in ALK-negative ALCL is

rare, highlighting diagnostic challenges and the need for

accurate identification to ensure proper treatment

(Figure 1).1,2
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Figure 1 –Panel A: May-Grunwald Giemsa (x100 magnification): blood smear reveals large lymphomatous cells with highly

contoured, occasionally notched, and sometimes "flower-like" nuclei; Panel B: green plot: flow cytometric profile, CD4+ T-cells

with abnormal loss of CD3, CD7 expression, and a cytotoxic profile.
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