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THE EVALUATION OF HEALTHY CHILDREN
WITH INCIDENTAL PROLONGATION OF
PROTHROMBIN OR ACTIVATED PARTIAL
THROMBOPLASTIN TESTS
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Objective: This cross-sectional study aimed to reveal possible
hemostatic disorders in patients referred to the Pediatric
Hematology Department due to the prolongation of the pro-
thrombin test (PT) or activated partial thromboplastin test
(aPTT). Methodology: In this study, patients aged 0-18 years
without known hematologic disease were referred to investi-
gate the incidental prolonged PT and/or aPTT were evaluated.
Mixing studies were performed in patients with continued
PT/aPTT prolongation in the control examinations. Coagula-
tion factor activities were analyzed in patients with improve-
ment in mixing study. Antiphospholipid antibodies were
studied in patients whose results did not improve with mix-
ing studies. Results: Coagulopathy was found in 30% of 103
patients. Lupus anticoagulant positivity was found in two
patients (1.9%). The most common factor (F) deficiencies were
FVII deficiency (10.6%), FXI deficiency (7.8%), FXII deficiency
(7.8%), FV deficiency (0.9%), FVIII deficiency (0.9%), fibrinogen
and FVII deficiency (0.9%) and von Willebrand factor (VWF)
deficiency (0.9%). Coagulopathy was more common in
patients with bleeding disorders in their families, and this dif-
ference was statistically significant. Conclusion: In our study,
mild factor deficiencies were more common than expected.
Coagulation factor deficiencies can be seen in the patients
without any finding of physical examination, personal and
family histories. There is often no evidence of bleeding in
mild factor deficiencies, and the clinical significance is
unknown. We recommend using PT and aPTT as screening
tests, especially before a major surgical intervention is
performed.
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CHILDHOOD IMMUNE THROMBOCYTOPENIA:
A MULTICENTER QUESTIONNAIRE STUDY
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